
AP Lit Summer Vocab 
Alliteration: The repetition of an initial consonant sound 
Ex: Kim’s kids kept knitting 
    Sarah’s seven sisters slept soundly in bed. 
 
Allusion: A brief, usually indirect reference to a person, place or 
event---real or fictional. 

Ex: “Two balls minus one, seven titles of the tour de France” 
 
Apostrophe: The act of talking to an abstract noun; often 

signaled by “oh” 
Ex: “Bright star, would I were steadfast as thou art—“ 

--John Keats “Bright Star” 
      “Oh stranger of the future” 
 
Archetype: Statement, pattern of behavior, or symbol/motif 
that’s repeated throughout multiple works from a certain time 
Ex: Maiden= purity, desire 
      Magician= mysterious, powerful 
 
Assonance: repetition of vowel sounds in words close to each 
other. 

Ex: “Try to light the fire” 
    “The crumbling thunder of seas”---Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
Attitude: Mindset/tone author uses; personal feelings 
Ex: Upbeat, sad, descriptive 
 
Blank verse: Any verse compromised of unrhymed lines in the 
same meter, usually iambic pentameter 
Ex:  “Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow,  
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,  



To the last syllable of recorded time;  
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools  
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!  
Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player  
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage  
And then is heard no more: it is a tale  
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,  

Signifying nothing.” 
---Shakespeare 
 
Chiasmus: When one verb applies to two different nouns. 
Ex: “Pleasure’s a sin, and sometimes sin’s a pleasure.”---Bryon 
 
Connotation: The emotional implications and associations that a 
word may carry. 
Ex: "Harry, you have your mothers eyes"---Severus Snape 
 
Consonance: repetition of the final consonant sounds of 
accented syllables or important words. 
Ex: “Do not go gentle into that good night.”—Dylan Thomas 
 
Denotation: The words definition is its meaning. 
Ex: “It’s snowing.” 
 

Diction: The author’s choice of words. 
Ex: “Love is lak de sea” 
 
Enjambment: The running over of a sentence or phrase from 
one poetic line to the next without terminal punctuation. 
Ex: “The back wings 
Of the 
Hospital where 
Nothing 
Will grow lie 



Cinders 
In which shine 
The broken 
Pieces of a green 

Bottle.” 
--William Carlos William’s “Between Walls” 
 
Free verse: verse containing no fixed metrical pattern; typically 
unrhymed 
 
5 types of imagery: 
Visual: Sight 
Auditory: Sound 
Olfactory: Smell 
Gustatory: Taste 
Kinesthetic: Touch 
 
Metaphor: Comparison between two unlike things without using 

“like” or “as” 
Ex: “I was drizzle and she was a hurricane.” 
 
Meter: Rhythmic, recurring pattern of accented and 
unaccented syllables. 
Ex: ABBA CDDC EEFF 
 
Metonymy: Name of something isn’t physically attached to the 
reference 
Ex: crown= royalty 
 

Slant Rhyme: Rhyme that doesn’t match perfectly, but sounds 
acceptable. 
Ex: “heart” and “dark” 
 



Off Rhyme: Partial or imperfect rhyme; often only using 
assonance or consonance 

Ex: “dry” and “died”; “grown” and “moon” 
 
Near Rhyme: Words that almost, but don’t quite rhyme. 

Ex: “soon” and “been”; “ill” and “all” 
 
Rhythm: Pattern or flow of sound created by the arrangement 
of stressed and unstressed syllables. 
 
Simile: Comparison between two unlike objects using “like” or 

“as” 
Ex: “my CAT scan lit up like a Christmas tree.” 
 
Italian Sonnet: Typically have a pattern similar to 
ababababcdecde, 8 line octave and 6 line sestet 
 
Shakespearean Sonnet: End in a couplet; 14 lines ABAB CDCD 
EFEF GG 
 
English Sonnet: 3 quatrians and a couplet 
 
Spenserian Sonnet: ABAB BCBC CDCD EE 
 
Syntax: arrangement of words 
 
Tone: An author’s attitude towards a subject 
 reveals personality 


